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| t @& known fact that trees record informatiorabout their
surroundingnvironmer$cientistexamindreeringdatato learn
moreaboutthe pastclimateo helpthempredicfuturechanges,
sometimegoingasfarbackashundredsrthousandsfyears!

HowmuchmorecouldourtreesS ¢ a r b o QuetGydrdiass,
tellus aboutwhattheyhavewitnessedvertheyearsif we could
reminiscalittleé

Wouldtheytell us all aboutwhattheyhaveseen,perhapghey
mighevertellustoimaginevhatcouldbee
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Sc ar b o QueaiGudrdassour trees,wererespected;loseand
dearfriendsiththeFrstNation'peopléhathadestablisheskettlements
alongthe ScarborougBluffsaroundL0000yearsago Formanyyears
therewas a mutualand importantinderstandinipat their own well
beingwasdirectlyconnectedo thewellbeingof theland

Inthelast200yearsScarborougQuietGuardiansavewitnessetany
changes.

Lookinglownfromancientwhitecliffsour QuietGuardiansiouldhave
spottecandwavedtheirbrancheso Elizabetlsimcodn 1793as she
sailedbyandlookediponwvhats knowrastheScarboroudgBluff§orthe
firsttime

OurQuieGuardianisoldmanysecretsinfactin 1803theymostcertainly
pointedhe soldiersmarchingip the BellamyRavineto the besthiding
placedortheirsmuggletreasuresn facthiddersowellthatto thisday

thetreasurstillhavenotyetbeerfound!

In 1903ourQuietGuardiansurelywoulchavewelcomedndprovided
shadeo AP Colemartieadofthe Geologyepartmerait Universitpf
Torontaasheexploredndstudiedhelandtheykeptwatchover Without
a doubburQuietGuardiang/ouldhaveraisechighwindsaboutignored
environmentalarninggandbeenworriedvhenwe pushedorwardvith
developmenbtpayingttentioto documentetbncernandindigenous
stewardshyractices

/\a.isl\|<<

If we triedto listencloselywhatmessagevouldtheyhavefor us today,
wouldwe heartheirquietwhispersf concerror wouldtheirwarningbe
lostinthewinet .

Thisdocumentwill attemptto capturesomeof the historicahformation
aboutCliffcresScarborougWillage reviewimpactof changeand what
lesson$ravebeenlearnedvertimeand,reflecontheevolvingneedsof
the communityt intendgo explorehowwe cantogetheworkto create
somethinthatis longlastingandfostersespectoreachother'sightsand
propertysomethinthatpromoteprideandsenseofcommunitiprallthat
callCliffcresatndScarborougVillagdhome

Letusexplordvowwecanenhancghiscornenftheworldnovindgorward
Letusrecorda dialoguef concernaindissueghathaveandmayarise
Letusensuraveaddressheimportancefenvironmentstewardshignd
sustainabilityithinthe neighborhocgb thatthe treasuresve stillhave
todayremairiortomorrowiiturestewards

-

WEcannotgobackbutwemustremember I
the lessondromthe Frst Nation'gpeople
long age .that our own well being is
directly connectedto the well being of
thelandwherewelive. e
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The Neighbourhoods of Cliffcrest Scarbor -

Looking bacys

This section will look back at chartges to
area over the last 200 years that had
remained mostly undisturbed for thousands
of year seée

e

Image of 2023 landslide just east of the Doris McCarthy Trall
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Archaeologicatvidenceindicatesthat sand and clay CHAPTER III
depositsgoingback to earthslast ice age formedthe
spectaculé@carboroudBluffsvenowlookuptotoday! THE PIONEERS
It was the originalLake Iroquoisshorelineand whatis
i i inAi On August 4th, 1793, a few days after | ival at the sit lected b
believedobeanearlyroutefollowethypreniStoriBNIMAIS | 1., oma Eirermer Sharon for s st tocin i U Comads on e shore

First Nation'speop|e estab|ishe¢ett|ement$|ong the of Toronto Bay, his wife recorded in her diary how in a surveyor’s boat, “we

came within sight of what is named in the Map the high lands of Toronto —

Scarboroughluffsaround]_QOOOyearsago,makingt one the shore is extremely bold and has the appearance of Chalk Cliffs . . . . . .
oftheoldestnhabiteditesin Toronto e n s ellediob b in e Summer Snsdencn e
4 8

ThenameScarborougim Torontowasgivenby Elizabeth
Simcoewhonotedheresemblanaaf the Torontdluffso
the cliffsNorthYorkshireEnglandHer diaryrecordsher
arrivabnAugustth,1793atthesiteselectedyLieutenant
Governosimcodor a newtownin UpperCanadaon the
shoreof TorontdBay, shewritesfi T Bheras extremely
bold and has the appearanceof Chalk Cliff@ they
appearedso well that we talkedof buildinga Summer
Residenctheirandcallingt Scarborough
Overthelastfewhundredearsthislandhasexperienced

significardhangeindefFrenclandBritislhregimes

Source: The History of Scarborough edited by Robert R. Bonis
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Theoldsurveymapshowghefirstsettlementsffarmsand Scarboro Heights

wherea lookouttoweroncestood theseneighbourhoot | i
arethe highespointin the Cityandweretheideallocatior | === =
ashighpointoyLakeOntarioG a t S2c0asr Ihnevaslouiit
andlocatedat the top of whatis knowntodayas Bellamy
Ravine Theravinewasa verysignificanand welknown
passagédo thelakein the1&@h and1ah centuriedNotonly
didit providea grealookoufromthetopoftheBluffat was
alsoeasyfor boatlandingsndto carrya cargowagorup
the incline Bothlegaland illegaltradetook placeat the
bottomof the cliff Smugglersisedthe accessat night
attemptintp bybasspayingmportaxes

d
0

(MCovan Roq

Bair

O MNoewses S ooerr D AP lesT Voo 5 TS
© (Correcfeal Locaffiorrs)
D Seree y oz e C regrrasesE ol e

2 L cre Ozt cr )

The Scors of Scarborowush VIVz Sarmres MoC owerr Mermorial Social Ifistory =, 17

Storiegtell of American$oldiersn our areabackin 1813thatlootedand buriedthe
treasuran the GatesGullyto thisdayit hasnotbeenfoundThesteepravinewithits
powerfulvaterflolmndmanyspringsvasonceidealfora watempoweregawmillRumors
thatthe McCowabrotherhradsawmilin themidlate 183@ nearthetopof the Bellamy
= ‘ Ravinetodayknowasthe DorisMcCarthyrail Imaginghemanytreesclearedorthese
R o firstsettlementsf farms Thesewerethe earlydaysandfirst changesimpactingthis
areathathadremainednostlyundisturbedor thousandsof years




In 1903 AP ColemanHead of the Geology
Departmenit Universitgf Torontareporte@dnthe
geologicamportancef the Bluffs He cautioned
againstdevelopmenib mitigateerosionon the
unstableliffs

Images compare Scarborough Bluffs in 1947 prior to

urbanization, and in 1962. by Unknown. (9) _l f
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Largescaledevelopmententforwarddespitehe risk
and,inrecenyearshousesandbackyardsstartedto
fall overthe edgeas predicted Yet, AP Co |l e ma
warningsontinuéo beignoredDevelopmenbntinues

v AN 7 AR 0, N2 ,, Erosiorcontroprojectso alleviatetheimpactesulted
e R T N e R RS o4 inthed g r e eof the dliffy\ithlossto habitatand
Sl e e e e L e L ecologyftheBluffs
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Kingstomoadthatwasoriginalla FirstNationgrail, wouldoecome
keyroutefor settlerandtrade eventuallgvolvingntoa moderrcity
roadandanimportargatewayotheCity
ScarborougVillageeighbourhood=flect historicallgignificaritme
in the historyof Toront@ndhave feature®f noteworthgrchitectural,
historicalarchaeologicahd scientifienterestsomeof the earliest
housesuiltin followinghe 19056 constructioof theradialstreetcar

lineontheKingstoRoadwhictresultedn thehistoricatansformation [l

of southeriscarboroughoma 1&h-centungettlemerdf farmswitha
clustewillagego a seriesof planneccommunitieslongthe lakefront
andthe picturesqueerrainof the ScarborougBluffs Cliffcrestand
Guildwoodwere addedas an extensionof the original Historical
Scarborougtillage

Thecompletionf Highwayl01 betweerl947and 1965significantly
impactedKingstorRoadby shiftingtrafficawayfromit, effectively
transforming from a majorthroughrouteto a seriesof urban
arterialsKingstomoadwasnolongetheimportargatewayo theCity
itoncewas

Whatwasto becomeof one of the most historic roadsin all of
Ontario, TheKingstonRoad"?

D i

L
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Image: The Toronto & York Radial Railway provided service to Scarborough along Kings

view is looking west from Victoria Park Avenue. October 16, 1922 Fonds 16, Series 71,

ton R
teny 1
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Inthe 195@ Scarboroughvasfloodedwithvarioustypesof residential
development There were few restriction®n developersPlanningin
Scarborought the onsetof the postwalboomwas minimalUnderthe
leadershipf ReeveOliverCrockfordrom 1948to 1956 Scarborough
underwentiinbridledyrowthat Councibndwasslowto devisean Official
Plan or adopt zoning bylaws to structureand control growth and
development
ArchivefromtheMcCowarfilesreveathehopesharedythecommunity
forKingstorRoado bedevelopetb lookmorelikea Parisiavenuewith
agrassynediarandparkbenches

fOn April 191994| attendedan informalintroductoryplanningsession
of the "KingstorfiRoadStudy." As Brucepointecut at the meetingthese
fertilfarmsaveresubdividedOyearsagowithrelativeliittle"planningatall
--getridofthehousesndtreesputintheroadgasstraighéndpredictable
as possibleif youplease pndburythe watemmain Shouldthe Kingston
RoadStudyfocusperhapson the factthatthis is the mosthistoricpart
of our City -- fromthe 10000yearold Indiarvillagego the Annisbrothers'
log shantyto WilliamCornell'spotashworks?How can we use our
communityfgastto builda bettecommunitfptureWhatplanningnistakes
didwemakebeforeTowhatsuccessesanweturnforg u i d g1dc e ?

Kingston Road, 1913 Looking West toward Bellamy.
gne of the most historic roads in all of Ontario, "The Kingé&t@h Road

10


https://www.mccowan.org/scarboro.htm
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Scarboroughl®98amalgamatido Torontdhasnotbenefite@®carboroughVVe no longethavea voiceon Councis therestof
councitontinuoushyutvotesScarboroughteesiredvishes ThedifferenceBetweemrbanandsuburbaideologyndvaluesare
notconsideredReportsndicatdéossof businesseandjobs,poorlymaintainetbadsandparks)ossof greenspacejnferiotransit
andnorealpoliticalvillto dealwiththesdssuesl ttimethatthepoliticianstartedolistertothepeoplen Scarborouginwhathey
wantOnesizedoesnotfit all.

Areporpublisheth 2017states i AasvarenessftheT o w n sintensgydgansformatigrewcallsforad ma p t @ gudle
developmemindachievean optimajpatterrof developmemtrose O n t aRlannn@\stof 1946providednunicipalitiesiththe
authorityo deviseandenactnOfficiaPlan Planningro t neexforap a t tasaneditriantheEnterprisGaweekhcommunity
newspapeputit, wasnecessargiverthetremendougowthunderwawn theTownship

Withouta planit wasfearedScarboroughwouldii b e ¢ @ahndgepodges e t t | etiveetimah o goy to the eyeand a
comfortto everycitizenwholiveswithinits boundarie® (6)

Ina Marci2018nterviewCouncillo€rawforaf Ward20comments) Imanyways texp®dedNe Gseemdanincrediblamount
ofapplicationandallcombinatiord midriseanddetachetownhomesl() Exploded did!CliffcresitndScarborougtillagenas
beenundeenormoupressuréromdeveloperdlotonlyarecondominiudevelopersirclingetaiblazago assemblpropertiefut
smallespeculatoraredrawro thelargelotsin orderto demolisthesomewhaffordablaousesandreplacghemwithextremely
largdluxurjhouses

It appearshe vison and hopessharedbackin 1994at the communitymeetingwerelost. Let measkagain
todaythe samequestionslocal communityaskedin 1994
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The Neighbourhoods of Cliffcrest Scarbor:”
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This next section will review what is unique abOl
Cliffcrest and Scarborough Village.
No place else in the City degslopment come so .

close to our Bléffs

CSVSWRA Street Boundaries
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Let'szoomintoé

Theuniqueneighbourhoodsf Cliffcrestand Scarborough
Villagelocatedn the edgeof LakeOntarioMidlandAveto
thewest, Scarboroug@olfClubRoadto the east,southof
the the CanadiarNationalRailwayto Lake Ontarioand
paralleto the spectaculaBcarborougBluffs thatElizabeth
Simcodirstsailedowardandlookedipat1793

As stated previously,these neighbourhoodseflect a
historicallysignificantime in the historyof Torontoand
currentiihavesomeofthe earlieshouseduiltin a seriesof
plannedcommunitiethat run parallelto the Scarborough
Bluffs

Noplaceelsein the city doesdevelopmentomeso close
to our Bluffs, despite caution against developmentto
mitigate erosion on the unstable cliffs over the years
developmenhas movedforwardand continuesto move
forward

Lessondearnedcontinueto be ignored Due diligences
neededtodayto protectthe Bluffsand Ravinesalongthe
stretclof CliffcresaindScarborougVillageaodaybefordhere
willonlybephotogdeft toremembewxhatwveoncehad
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Runningeastto westdownthe centreof the
photas KingstoiRRoad

Northof KingstonRoadtowardshecentreof
thephotavhereabarng” islocatedto assist
with orientationis now the locationof Bliss
CarmarsenioPublicSchool

The homeslocatedto the northare part of
wartimelegacy VictoryHomesbuilt in the
194@.s

South of Kingston Road is the Park Hill
subdivisionyithcharacteristaf the principles
of thelate 19" andearly20" centuryGarden
Suburbmovementwith a mix of early 20"
centuryhousesexhibitingperiodstylesof the
Arts and Craftsand GeorgianRevivalwith
consistencygf scale,setback@andlandscape
creates a  cohesive neighbourhood
environment

This areal photo shows the landscape of Cliffcrest Scarborough Village in 1959.

14
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Theneighbourhooa$ Cliffcrestverebuiltto provideaffordabl@ousin
for veterangeturningromWW!Ilandto addresgshe postwar housini
crisis TheseVictoryHomesa wartimdegacywereprefabricateanc
builtfromstandardizeplansfor quickconstructionThesesmallhouse:
werepurposefullyuilton largelots- governmentsantedo encourag
familieso growegetable® providdoodforthemselves

Ina 2018TLABhearingelatedo a consenapplicatiofor 119Harewoo
AvenueExpertVitnesLeciliadonga Cityof Torontglannetestifier L
o0 T h padicular neighbourhoodhas a character of wide lots, i S0 Sa: S
generousside yard setbacks,landscapedpenspaces,so | would h
say that is the characterof the neighbourhood The TLABChai =
agreedvithMs Wonganddeniedhe application{Thestudyareawas
boundedby. McCowalEast)BrimleyWest)Kingston/STlair(South’
Oakridge(North)

In 1998 Canadd&ostissueda stampwhichfeatureé modestaffordabl
nVet B o a soéaptureheirhistoricaignificance

P

= ' o=

_ _ There was a significant housing shortage in Canada after the war
Deepravinesystemshuriedo allondevelopmentynthrougrandunde and one of the enduring wartime legacies was the building of new

thisarea The largelots and maturetreeswhichcharacterizeur communities for veterans, their families, and other Canadians.
neighbourhoodabsorbstormwaterand mitigatefloodingn an area
knowrforitshighwateitables

PhotoFightfor Historyby TimCook (5)

15
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Scarboroughparticipatedin the apartmentboom that
sweptacrossMetroin the 196@ andwassaidto havemore
publidhousinghananyotheMetranunicipalitprchivefrom
1972confirm¢hat Scarborouglmasalwaysbeenattractive
to developerswith large tracts of land that remained
undeveloped

"Planningyr lackofit is a bigissue sayhopefulsn booming
ScarboroughTorontdstar,Novembeit3h 1972 An earlier
newspapestory portrayedMayorWhiteas staunchhypre
developmentyhile Cosgroveexpressec desirefor more
consultatiowithresidentandlamentedhatyoungepeople
activein communitgssociationgerefi t iofrSeadoorough
beinga d e v e | lmrnougle Gosgrovdeelslike a David

mNEIGHBOURHOOD PROFILE

Housing & mobility
6,133

Total Private Dwellings

Bl 19%

Single-Detached House l 249
| 1%
[T 6%

B 5%
I 6%

I 3%
B 4%

B 6%
Apartment, < 5 Storeys | 15%

I 67%

Apartment, 5+ Storeys | 449,

Semi-Detached House

Row House

Duplex

u Scarborough Village City of Toronto

139. Scarborough Village

Period of construction

Pre-160 M. 24%

1961-1980 _31% 45%
1981-1990 /e 10%

19912000 . 10%

20012005 ™ 3%

20062010 ™ 5%
20112016 B 2%,

Occupied dwellings by condominum status

Condos: 1,620 Not condos: 4,300
0
City of Toronto 74%

challengin§carborougklayor, Toront&tar,Novembet 4"
1972 rScarboroughneedsto resist the pressureto
accommodatanore housing and allow infrastructureto
catchup.o

Accordingto 2016 CensugCanadaNeighbourhoodprofile, ScarboroughVillage
has a far greater proportional share (67 vs 44) of the Toronto measure of

centraltendencyfor high-risesin this community

Letmeaskagaintodaythe samequestiondocalcommunityaskedin 1994

16
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Southof KingstonRoadis theParkHillsubdivisiofi)
Surveyedand laid out in 19131912 Park Hill's designis
characteristaf a GarderSuburbln CanadaGarderSuburb
planningventhandin handwith Artsand Craftsarchitecture
andcanbe seenin Toronto'RosedaleKingswayl,.awrence
Parkand Leasideneighbourhoad® contrasto the gridded
streepatternefthecitytheGardersuburhwvascharacterized
by its curvilineastreetpatternsietentiomndenhancement
naturaltopographynd the creation of parklike settings
throughextensivdreeplanting ThenameParkHillcaptures
theessenceftheseaorinciples
Theseneighbourhood$iave someof the earliesthouses
builtin the startof the 190@. Homesandstreetsarealigned
withthe topographgnd contourf the ScarborougBluffs
Thebucolicharactes enhancetlytheabsencefsidewalks
LatempostwarbungalowandmorerecenIstcenturhhouses
havebeenaddedputthe consistencygf scale setbacksnd
landscapereatesa cohesivaeighbourhoahvironmento
therighthewordfthel91ladvertisemeoatchtheethosof
thearealncludedrehomesvithheritagelesignation

- Ghe Netghblourr®dd®Rof Aliffcfest erbﬂhw@m‘éi

AY, SEPTEMBER

PARK HILL, SCARBOR

\\

a4’ \
Thtsmost v\ “
ey

LAKESIDE HOMES
vy FOR PARTICULAR PEOPLE

beautiful /
and sightly /
tract of land
starts from
the King-

ston Road and rises

bots contamlronOneMto'l’hreeAacsEach

J » Krinle "l . gt /11
" \y ¥ »
( (.I R sy | .[ Latls '_. D . (l/\“
highest point in about \\/’ A e ’ 4
A M= | L i Y S { /.4
\\ ey ‘ 8 1 { » "
A% asnd, e n ly:n o ag | ar undan a0 [m ae§ 0 S . Y
N 1l Al | . P, /
_'.I’LI{‘H'_ o o O P 1
Ontario, and the generous
TORONTO’S SUBURBS
- [l "‘-0 v:n- - ' 't o
approached this block of and in in scenic advantages.

in a rolling &opc to its »\ /
the centre of the pro-
perty, where it tops the \\‘-u.,,,.‘._
bluffs overlooking the \Y-id |
broad expanse of Lake A

and level lots at its base

on the lake shore. In all the sections that have been
offered to the public of Toronto for rural or summer
homes in the last decade, thzre are none that have even
It 15 the one best spot in all outlying Toromio for the
man who wants an ideal home in the country, SEE IT.
leomen on 1 Ae property, just Lot of Stap 34 on the Kingston Rd. oll duy “siwre

58 Victoria Street '

h, o e olmeter --w‘u al wesh Phons M 5495 for appeinimenat

"This most beautiful and sightly tract of land starts from the
KingstonRoadand risesin a rolling slopeto its highest point in
about the centre of the property where it tops the bluffs
overlookingthe board expanseof LakeOntarioX It is the one of
the best spotsin all outlying Toronto for the man who wants a
homein the countryd
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The Neighbourhoods of Cliffcrest Scarboro

he Lungs of SC

A look at Scarborough SW's Tree canopy...
the lungs of Scarborough!

12 Hill Cresent

18
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What has changed since the 1958 areal photo on page 14?It took 70 years to grow our magnificent tree canopy!

Cliffcrest Scarborough Village looking WEST

19
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Whileplantinghewtreesis essentialprotectinghe
ones we alreadyhave, especiallylarge, healthy,
maturetrees,is the foundatiorof a thrivingurban
forest

T o r o OfficalBlan statesthat protectiorii otle
naturalenvironmerdand urbanforestshouldnot be
compromiseloly growthjnsensitivitio the needsof
theenvironmermir neglecd (OR.3.4). In additionthe
OfficialPlanis clear d) New developmenwill be
locatedand organizedo fit with its existingand/or
plannedcontext It will frameand supportadjacent
streetsparksandopenspacedo improvehe safety,
pedestriamterestind casualiewsto thesespaces
fromthedevelopmebty. i) Preservingxistingnature
treeswherevepossibleand incorporatintheminto
landscapindesign$3.1.2 Policyl)

Developersand investors do not care about
preserving our tree canopy With the rampant
iIncreasein developmenapplicationsin this area
weneedclearrulesto protectour urbanforestwith
abundantvith centuryold trees

© 2022 john smee Bluffs Monitor Inc
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Looking west on Annis Roach d | o o kAnhnisdroad ia makned éfter the Annis
arrived in Scarborough Heights in 1793. Not only were they among thbdirgeget
were also very probably the first in the entire Township!




Windy Ridge Drive looking BEAST
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Our Neighbourhoods are an URBAN
FORESE we call ourselvesthe lungs of

Toronto!

Oneof the definition®f an urbanforestis an

area of land containing at least 10

percentforesttrees The treesmay be of any
size Theminimunareaforforestlassificatian

oneacre

Treesare alsoan importanintegrapartof the

Charactepf our NeighbourhoadBveryeffort

4. shouldbe madeto retainlargegrowinglong

© 2022 john smee Bluffs Monitor Inc

livedshaddrees

We support adopting ALL the
recommendationsiadeby UrbanForestryin
this mostrecentbylawreviewto be partof our
NeighbourhoodGuidelinesto underlinethe
importanceof protectingoururbanforest
https://www.toronto.ca/serpagnents/water

environment/trees/ibgéawreview
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UbanForestryinitiativeswouldinclude

A
A
A

Loweringthis thresholdto protectmore trees Bliss Carmen field looking NORTH
earliemtheirgrowth

Higher financial penalties for Tree Bylaw
contraventions

A new i Di st Tmedt@gorgis being
consideredo recognizeand betterprotectbig

trees

Providinghcentivethatwouldhelpoffsethecost

of maintenanceof large, healthy trees for m\‘;‘ﬂg ieoes i ey e
homeowners

iIntroducinthesefeesin ravinegto helpcoverthe
costofreviewingndprocessingermits

deny iceberghome$® largehouseswith deep,
multlevebasementhatgobeyondheb u i |
footprinbn issuedike soilerosionfreedamage,
stormwatemanagemerdnd effectson nearby
properties
httpg/securgorontaa/council/agenda S

itemdo?item202IMM3633 &\ DRfls Mol @ o © 2022 john smee Bluff Monitor Inc
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The Neighbourhoods of Cliffcrest Scarborough Village

TODAY

The CliffcresScarborougkillageSW Residents
Associatiolooksforwardo takingyouon a Tour
nextweeko explor@urUniquéNeighbourhoads
We will reviewwhatis drivingthe changen our
neighbourhoodvith analysis of issues and
opportunitiesandwhyclearguidelineareneeded
to helppreservehe Characteof this historical&
environmentafiagileanduniqueareain our City

4 Windy Ridge Drive



