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The Stewards of Cliffcrest & Scarborough 
Village invite you to explore our 
Spectacular Urban Forest today, 

September 24, 2025

NATIONAL TREE DAY

An initiative organized byTree Canada. Canadians are 

encouraged to celebrate by planting trees, cleaning 

greenspaces, or participating in various local events across 

the country to take climate action and support 

environmental stewardship.  

Image of tree at 16 Bellehaven Cres. - Silver Maple

https://treecanada.ca/national-tree-day/
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In the spirit of reconciliation and to express gratitude to the First 

Nations many formal ceremonies start with the reading of the ñ Land 

Acknowledgementò 

We recall today the lessons of the First Nation's people that had 

established settlements along the Scarborough Bluffs around 10,000 

years ago and understood that their own well being was directly 

connected to the well being of the land. 

We acknowledge that the land I am standing on today is the 

traditional territory of many nations including the Mississaugas of the 

Credit, the Anishnabeg, the Chippewa, the Haudenosaunee and the 

Wendat peoples and is now home to many diverse First Nations, 

Inuit and MeӢtis peoples. I also acknowledge that Toronto is covered 

by Treaty 13 signed with the Mississaugas of the Credit, and the 

Williams Treaties signed with multiple Mississaugas and Chippewa 

bands.

Pronunciation: 

Anishnabeg: (ah-nish-naw-bek)

 Haudenosaunee: (hoodt-en-oh-show-nee) 

M®tis: (may-tee) 

Pronunciation: 

Anishnabeg: (ah-nish-naw-bek)

Haudenosaunee: (hoodt-en-oh-show-nee) 

Métis: (may-tee) 
Image taken at Doris Mc Carthy trail 



Welcome to our Cliffcrest & Scarborough Village Tour!
 Today, we will explore the heritage and environmental significance of Cliffcrest and Scarborough Village. We will also 

share our concerns about the destruction of our local tree canopy and how development is negatively impacting our 

neighbourhoodôs ecosystem and the magnificent Scarborough Bluffs.  The Cliffcrest Scarborough Village SW Residents 

Association believes that the adoption of Neighbourhood Guidelines will provide direction to the Committee of 

Adjustment, TLAB and OLT and mitigate some of these negative impacts.  
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Development in established Neighbourhoods will respect and reinforce the existing physical 

character of each geographic neighbourhood, including in particular:

      a) patterns of streets, blocks and lanes, parks and public building sites; 

b) prevailing size and configuration of lots; 

c) prevailing heights, massing, scale, density and dwelling type of nearby residential properties; 

d) prevailing building type(s); 

e) prevailing location, design and elevations relative to the grade of driveways and garages;

      f) prevailing setbacks of buildings from the street or streets; 

      g) prevailing patterns of rear and side yard setbacks and landscaped open space; 

      h) continuation of special landscape or built-form features that contribute to the unique physical 

character of the geographic neighbourhood; and 

      i) conservation of heritage buildings, structures and landscapes.

No changes will be made through rezoning, minor variance, consent or other public action 

that are out of keeping with the overall physical character of the entire Neighbourhood. 

The Official Plan of the City of Toronto
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TOUR STOPS

STOP 1: Doris Mc Carthy Trail 

STOP 2: A Walk up Bellehaven Drive to Hill Cresent

STOP 3: Continue walking Hill Cresent to Parkcrest Drive

STOP 4: Parkcrest Drive to Annis Road then along Kingston Road to 

Ravine Drive

STOP 5: Cross Kingston Road to Bellamy Road South

STOP 6: Continue walking Bellamy Road South to Oakridge Drive

STOP 7: From Oakrige Drive head towards Rockwood Drive to 

Kingston Road

STOP 8: As we head back east towards Doris Mc Carthy Trail, we will 

pass a local Plaza at Fenwoodd Heights 

STOP 9: (OPTIONAL) Cathedral Bluffs Park

Image taken at Doris McCarthy Trail 



STOP 1: Doris Mc Carthy Trail 

The ancient white Cliffs of Scarborough, known 

as the Bluffs, run parallel to our neighbourhoods 

and are destination points enjoyed not only by 

local residents but for many visitors coming to 

the city.

There are two access points going to the 

Scarborough Waterfront Shoreline in the 

neighbourhoods of Cliffcrest and Scarborough 

Village that will provide access to the future 

Waterfront Project, 

Å The Doris Mc Carthy Trail 

Å Bluffers Park 

т



8

A unique physical character of the geographic neighbourhood.

The entrance way to the Doris McCarthy Trail is located on Ravine 

Drive and follows the Bellamy Ravine Creek that flows into Lake 

Ontario. Bellamy Ravine Creek is both a natural  & engineered 

drainage channel that moves large quantities of overland flow to the 

waterôs edge. 

The base of the trail looks up to the remarkable Scarborough 

Bluffs formed 12 thousand years ago from sedimentary 

deposits of a former glacial lake. The accumulation of sand & 

clay deposits are rich with fossil records telling the story of the 

natural ecology of the Bluffs.  

The trail walkdownand back is about anhourand the elevation is 

considered moderately challenging. The trail offers a peaceful walk-

through nature surrounded by local wildlife and is and an important 

part of Scarboroughôs History. At the bottom of the Bellamy Ravine 

Trail, you will discover a sculpture  ñPassageò the second in a series 

of 10 sculptures across Canada.
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August 24, 2020

Rising up from the shores of lake Ontario as you look from the 

base of the trail you will see spectacular ancient white cliffs; they 

are the special natural heritage feature of  Scarborough.

Erosion control projects to alleviate impact resulted in greening of 

the cliffs with loss to habitat and ecology of the Bluffs. There has 

been shoreline restoration at the foot of the bluffs to help prevent 

wave action erosion, but the main source of erosion is from 

groundwater that is significantly increased with loss of 

preamble surface, loss of mature trees and aging 

infrastructure. 

Locals are concerned that the once majestic white cliffs that have 

been and continue to shrink decade after decade due to erosion 

will one day become tree slopes. 

Some spectacular views can be found in this collage of photos, 

https://www.torontojourney416.com/scarborough-bluffs/ 

Image captures a 

landslide at 

Bluffers Park on 

August 24, 2020.

The trail now goes in two directionsé 

To the East the Guildwood Inn

To the West Bluffers Park 

This trail currently connects to the Guildwood Inn and is slated for a future connection to 

Bluffers park and the rest of the Toronto Waterfront. 

https://www.torontojourney416.com/scarborough-bluffs/
https://www.torontojourney416.com/scarborough-bluffs/
https://www.torontojourney416.com/scarborough-bluffs/
https://www.torontojourney416.com/scarborough-bluffs/
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https://www.torontojourney416.com/scarborough-bluffs/
https://www.torontojourney416.com/scarborough-bluffs/
https://www.torontojourney416.com/scarborough-bluffs/
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The Doris Mc Carthy trail was shut down from 2012 to 2015 for landslides and storm 

management. Photos of significant landslides that occurred in March 2023 just east of the 

Doris McCarthy Trail. Residents reported that the landslide came across the pedestrian 

path and into the water. Similar reports were noted about Cudia Park at the time. This will 

happen more and more as water is diverted and displaced from increased 

construction above the cliff. As well Climate change is increasing the risk and 

severity of flooding and stressing stormwater infrastructure. 
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In January of 2021 TRCA staff completed their inspection of 

theblufffacehole that was reported by a local resident visiting the trail.  

The TRCA confirmed they were able to identify evidence of seepage 

and flowing water in a small gully below thehole. They confirmed the 

holeappears to be a somewhat unique form of the continuous erosion 

that occurs along the upper and middle parts of thebluffface as this 

ever-changing slope moves towards long-term stability.  

TRCA  confirmed  the hole is located (150 m south/west of the end of 

the Doris McCarthy trail); and will continue to monitor these conditions 

over time. 

However, residents wonder if development approvals of luxury 

houses, with a lake view and deep basements, in close proximity 

to the edge of the Bluffs is exacerbating erosion activity.  
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Historically, homes along the 

Scarborough Bluffs are at risk of or 

have fallen over the edge of the 

Bluffs.   Pressures to the Bluffs 

include unstable geology, ongoing 

erosion from wave action, surface 

runoff, and groundwater.  

Landslides regularly occur, 

especially after heavy 

precipitation, leading to structures 

being condemned or demolished, 

while public warnings and 

protective barriers are in place to 

manage the hazard. The 

proliferation of hardscaping & 

deep, sometimes, iceberg 

basements need to be given  

additional scrutiny when approving 

development in these 

neighbourhoods.
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Two massive 60-foot-wide houses were approved on Meadowcliffe Drive on the 

edge of the Bluffs, on either side of an existing home. Following the two new 

builds there was a loss of 60-80 feet of bluff edge property to the home in the 

middle. 

A fact is that water flows to an area of least resistance or lower grade away 

from the structure to the adjacent lower areas. The large mass of two new 

builds and possible displacement of the natural underground waterways should 

be investigated to understand the impact to the home in the middle. 

The story was reported in the RA May 2021 newsletter, page 2  ,   

https://cliffcrestscarboroughvillagesw.ca/data/documents/9_Newsletter_May_2

021.pdf

https://cliffcrestscarboroughvillagesw.ca/data/documents/9_Newsletter_May_2021.pdf
https://cliffcrestscarboroughvillagesw.ca/data/documents/9_Newsletter_May_2021.pdf
https://cliffcrestscarboroughvillagesw.ca/data/documents/9_Newsletter_May_2021.pdf
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https://cliffcrestscarboroughvillagesw.ca/data/documents/9_Newsletter_May_2021.pdf
https://cliffcrestscarboroughvillagesw.ca/data/documents/9_Newsletter_May_2021.pdf
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August 24, 2020
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In addition to the erosion that is exacerbated by the construction of 

residences along the bluff tops through elimination of preamble 

surface, and removal of large trees, the City should be 

planning for parking and access, which will be even more 

needed when the TRCA and City complete the Waterfront 

Project in future. Parking at Ravine Dr. and Bellehaven Dr. where 

the TRCAôs pedestrian pathway starts frequently spills to Windy 

Ridge and Hill Crescent. Yet, as large developments along thispart 

of Kingston Road get reviewed and approved there is 

NO consideration given to these needs and the proximity to the 

Doris McCarthy Trail and to the impacts to objectives for the 

Scarborough Waterfront Shoreline.



The Environmental Assessment for the Scarborough 

Waterfront Project specifically acknowledges the lack of 

parking at the Doris McCarthy Trail entrance (s.4.3.2 of 

its executive summary, s 2.5.2.2. of main body and others).

On December 18, 2020 John MacKenzie, CEO of TRCA, 

advised with Christian Ventresca from City Planning on 

copy, òGiven the concerns you have expressed 

regarding the impact on the trail that more density will 

bring, TRCA has taken note of this concern and will be 

sure to flag trail access and parking considerations as 

important issues of consideration with the planning 

lead at the City.ó

The long standing 'Do Not Block Intersection' sign at the 

intersection of Windy Ridge, Ravine and Kingston 

Roadindicates it has already been identified by theCity as 

a congestion-prone location. The Association has also 

emphasized to City Planning that parking for theLCH 

development at 2&4 Windy Ridge and the 300+ 

unitswill have impact to available parking for the trail, yet 

these concerns have never been addressed.



Parking at Bluffers Park has been a known problem for 

years with overflows in the nearby community and streets, 

accompanied by illegal parking and blocking of driveways as 

well as litter. Access and lack of parkingappear to be the 

source of frustration for visitors trying to access the 

park.

Bluffers Park has a challenging descent withsteeproad down 

and then up, which not everyone (elderly, children) can 

walk/cycle, especially when bringing coolers and chairs. 

Most weekends visitors will be met with a large NO PARKING 

sign posted at the entrance roadway. Police are posted at all 

entry points to control/stop cars trying to gain access to the 

park.

The Park is already grossly overly congested, with only one 

access and exit. 311 supervision and police presence has 

been significantly increased over the last few years dueto 

thelarge number of visitor demands to access the waterfront. 

Clearly this is an indicator that accessible outdoor gathering 

places is something very much needed in our City,and cannot 

be resolved with rooftop amenities on top of condos.
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The City of Toronto along with Toronto and Region Conservation Authority 

(TRCA)  have plans to revamp about 11 kilometers of the Scarborough 

waterfront, from Blufferôs Park in the west to East Point Park where the 

Scarborough Bluffs look up  250 feet over the waterôs edge.

There must be thoughtful balance on how this access is established so 

that this special and unique ònatural heritage systemó is preserved while 

allowing residents and visitors to continue to enjoy this unique treasure. 

All alternatives must be explored and impacts of climate change and 

development and densification above the cliffs and fragile environment 

surrounding area must be given thorough consideration. 

Today there is an opportunity for the SWP project to complete the East and 

West Revitalization Study together as it should have been done in the first 

place. The City must consider/improve how people access, move through and 

experience the waterfront with a balanced conservation of natural features and 

habitat with sensitive revitalization 

We have been ignoring historyõs warnings and if we do not act in a 

responsible way with responsible decisions the generations of tomorrow 

will only have pictures of what was lost to look at in the very near future. 

https://cliffcrestscarboroughvillagesw.ca/data/documents/Scarborough-Bluffs-

West-Project-Terms-of-Reference.pdf 

https://cliffcrestscarboroughvillagesw.ca/data/documents/Scarborough-Bluffs-West-Project-Terms-of-Reference.pdf
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I had a friend visit me recently who had never visited the area, she 

said as she looked around for the first time, ñMarina, you live in a 

park!ò In fact, she was right our neighbourhoods are the lungs of 

Scarborough. 

2021 infill home on BELLEHAVENCRESCENT,
 to the right is what was once known as 
Rose Cottage. 

STOP 2: A walk up Bellehaven Drive to Hill Crescent 

You will observe many mid-century bungalows are being replaced with newly built luxury homes throughout resulting in irreversible 

ongoing physical alteration through development and renovation.  These do not respect or reinforce prevailing heights, massing, scale 

or dwelling type of nearby properties.  



нл

The character of our neighbourhoods are homes that blend 

harmoniously with nature, with generous front, back and side 

yards on winding streets with no sidewalks lined with century 

old trees that make up our neighbourhood forests that is filled 

with diverse wildlife. 
The after image captured for this 2025 

Infill development on Parkcrest Drive 

By 2025 the City has chipped away at the Official Plan and lifted 

bylaws and protections without understanding the needs of these 

unique neighbourhoods. Developers are routinely pushing oversized 

homes and buildings with deeper basements  Variances are NOT 

minor as shown in these images.  

LƳŀƎŜ ƻŦ ǎƛǘŜ ŎǳǊǊŜƴǘƭȅ ǳƴŘŜǊ ŎƻƴǎǘǊǳŎǘƛƻƴ ƛƴ нлнр
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The after image captured for this 2025 

Infill development on Parkcrest Drive 

Over the last several years, development activity in 

Ward 20 is destroying trees and paving over 

permeable lands at unprecedented rates.  This is 

changing water flow above and below ground in an 

area where the water table is uncommonly high 

and homes are prone to basement flooding, and is 

threatening the natural environment of these 

unique neighbourhoods and tourist destinations.   

The cumulative impact of infill housing and 

significant increase in loss of preamble surface, 

deep basements and removal of mature trees 

being permitted throughout our entire 

neighbourhoods is not being considered. 
w! bŜǿǎƭŜǘǘŜǊ Іф Ƙŀǎ ¸ƻǳ¢ǳōŜ ǾƛŘŜƻ ƻŦ ǘǊŜŜǎ 
ōŜƛƴƎ Ŏǳǘ ŀƴŘ ƭŜǘǘŜǊǘƻ ¢ƻǊȅ
ƘǘǘǇǎΥκκŎƭƛŦŦŎǊŜǎǘǎŎŀǊōƻǊƻǳƎƘǾƛƭƭŀƎŜǎǿΦŎŀκŘŀǘŀ
κŘƻŎǳƳŜƴǘǎκфψbŜǿǎƭŜǘǘŜǊψaŀȅψнлнмΦǇŘŦ 
/{±{²w! Ƴŀƴȅ ŀǘǘŜƳǇǘǎ ǘƻ ōǊƛƴƎ ŀǘǘŜƴǘƛƻƴ 
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On  Pine Ridge
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Looking up from the Doris McCarthy trail to back of new home on Bellehaven shown on next page. 

ANSI Natural - Heritage - ESA

As well, Climate change is increasing the risk and 

severity of flooding and stressing stormwater 

infrastructure. We have control over what is 

approved for development. Cumulative impact of 

development, loss of permeable surface, loss of 

mature trees that absurd large quantities of water 

need to be considered when  approving 

development above our Bluffs. 

Preservation of Architectural Character 

Guidelines would give clear direction to City support 

teams for how to guide growth and what factors to 

monitor for with respect to both site-specific impacts 

and the BIGGER picture.

As well, the Scarborough Bluffs and deep ravine 

systems frame our streets and are lands 

designated as being ANSI (Areas of Natural and 

Scientific Interest) under the Provincial Legislation 

and ESA (Environmentally Significant Areas) under 

Chapter 3.4. These significant natural heritage 

features need to be given consideration. 
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5 Bellehaven before and afteréA massive build 

due to the size of the property much of which 

could not be built on.  This build is not in keeping 

with the country-like character of the existing 

neighbourhood.  Last image reveals what you see 

when walking down the Doris McCarthy Trail, cut 

down trees litter the back of this home still today. 

Unlike today, previously, homes could not be seen 
when walking down the trail. 


